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Welcome

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.” - Nelson Mandela.

Welcome to MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U! We are one of the three Metropolitan International School (MIS) 
campuses located in Viernheim, Heidelberg and Mannheim. Our Language Academy is situated in the beautiful 
historical location of Turley Barracks, a new urban developing area, which includes housing, professional, research, 
and cultural projects. We are already known as the new So- Ho Turley!

By joining our exciting and intensive exchange program, you will be able to speak German with confidence and ease 
in just over three months. If you already have some knowledge of the language, we will help you take your linguistic 
dexterity to the next level. If you are interested in attending a German university in the future, we will be happy to 
prepare you for the wonderful and life-changing journey ahead. Get ready to have an all-round learning and living 
experience in Germany! Let each word you learn, each city and town you see, each new friend you make, and each 
activity in which you partake make your life richer.

Please contact us and let your story and adventure in Europe begin!

2 WELCOME  | MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U



Welcome letter from the MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U

“Own only what you can always carry with you: know languages, know countries, know people.
Let your memory be your travel bag.” - Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Dear students and participants,

On behalf of all teachers and staff members at the Metropolitan International School and the MISLanguage Acad-
emy & Pre-U, I would like to welcome each of you to our first ever exchange program!

You are about to experience one of the most exciting, positively challenging, and enriching times of your life. Be-
sides assisting you to improve fluency and mastery of the German language as well as accompanying you in activ-
ities, workshops, and excursions, we want to deliver the message that kindness and diversity are our strengths, 
differences are our gifts, accents are to be proud of, and that the love for humanity and cultures, along with the 
willingness to listen and understand, can help us create a more loving, tolerant, peaceful, and inclusive world. 
And you, dear students, will get to shape that world in which we all want to live.

The MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U and its staff members are committed to helping you throughout your time 
in Germany. We will strive to make sure that you will treasure what you learn, hear, and see during this exchange 
period ad infinitum.

 Go and be citizens of the world. 

With kind regards,

Thien Pham
Director of MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U
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About us

Our mission:
The corporate philosophy of the Mannheim MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U aims to enable exchange students 
to achieve their specific learning goals and to discover their new identity by having an opportunity to master the 
German language. The Mannheim MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U is committed to taking language learning 

to the next level, empowering our exchange students to become charismatic, confident speakers and inspiring, 
creative authors.

Our vision:
A multilingual, eloquent, and well-read community with cultural and linguistic diversity.

We sincerely look forward to welcoming you, getting to know you, hearing your stories,
and accompanying you during your first steps in Germany.
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Mannheim

We will kick off our activity program with a tour of Mannheim, the third largest city in the German state of Baden-
Württemberg. This city is rather unique, for its streets and avenues are laid out in a grid pattern, leading to its 
nickname “die Quadratestadt” (“The City of Squares”). The eighteenth- century Mannheim Palace, which houses 
the University of Mannheim, is quite a sight to behold. The spectacular SAP Arena is home to Germany’s ice hockey 
record champions; the Adler Mannheim, and the handball team, the Rhein-Neckar Löwen.

Don’t you know that two of the most important vehicle inventions took place in 
Mannheim? The world’s first bicycle, designed by Karl Drais in 1817, and the 
world’s first ever automobile, invented by Karl Benz in 1886.

As a member of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, Mannheim is awarded the 
title “UNESCO City of Music”. Hovering above the pinnacle of the art nouveau, 
the Romanesque water tower at Friedrichsplatz has been the symbol of this 
enchanting city since 1886. You will also get to marvel at the Castle, the Parade 
Square and the annual Christmas market. The Mannheim Castle, built between 
1720 and 1760, is one of the largest must-see baroque castles in Europe.
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International Winter Language Program

The objective of the language instruction accentuates the proficiency and confidence of learners in communicating 
with the locals in German and taking the initiative to practice in daily contexts. Students are expected to be open, 
outgoing, receptive, and ready to speak German as actively and as often as possible. The morning lessons adhere 
to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) and are designed with a communicative 
and holistic approach such as learning German through music, movies, and literature, for we believe that learning 
foreign languages should always be pragmatic, productive, and enjoyable.

Toward the end of the exchange program, students will have an opportunity to 
take a German test from the Goethe Institut. Students will receive their official 
certificate sent by post as soon as they are available, approximately four to six 
weeks after taking the test. 

With unwavering dedication and commitment to excellent quality in teaching 
foreign languages, the MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U strives to not only 
help students achieve fluency and proficiency but also to offer participants an 
advantage of acquiring global accredited language certificates from the Goethe 
Institut.
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Workshops

At the MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U, we believe that learning a new language shouldn’t be an arduous, intimidating 
or a pedantic and dull process; therefore, as part of our program, we employ a wide range of creative teaching and 
coaching methods to help our students stay engaged and intellectually challenged. Our innovative international 
exchange program is conceptualized based on students’ age, level, and needs, and integrated their interests and 
learning objectives into lessons and workshops.

Our students are encouraged to participate in our workshops, which offer complementary language and life skills 
support to their morning lessons. Workshops are TBL (Task- Based Learning), whereby students are encouraged 
to engage and complete a certain task. Linguistic deftness is, therefore, acquired in the most natural way possible 
through the solving of a given task. Some of our workshops include German Plus, German Plus Life Skills and 
German Context.

• German Plus Workshop: consists of additional German lessons for those who want to maximize their language 
learning during their stay in Germany. Students will build on the knowledge acquired in their curricular lessons 
through extra classes taught according to age and level. The content of these lessons will be an enhancement 
of the curricular program.

• German Plus Life Skills workshops: comprise topics such as “CV writing”, 
“Interview skills”, “Presentation skills”, “Writing for academic purposes”, 
and “Demonstrating confidence, competence, and credibility”. Gained skills 
and knowledge will be incorporated into our final project presentation.

• German Context workshop: is dynamic and composed of a variety of topics 
and media specifically designed to reflect the quick-paced interactive world 
that our younger students are experiencing. This workshop will enhance 
students’ confidence and develop critical communication skills such as 
speaking and listening.

7 WORKSHOPS  | MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U



Activities and Excursions

Our outdoor activities are devised to help students make new friends and increase their opportunity for practicing 
the new language. Our program offers a wide range of activities ensuring there is something for everyone. 

• BBQ’s, birthday celebrations, sport tournaments
•  Movie and games nights •  Ice disco and bowling

For students who are interested in sports, Mannheim and Heidelberg have everything to offer:
• Tennis, soccer, golf, biking, ice hockey, badminton, weight training, swimming, etc.  

Afternoon activities range from • Cultural trips and outdoor excursions to historical landmarks, 
castles, as well as beautiful national parks.

At weekends you will enjoy short excursions to • Speyer, Mainz, Worms.
• Germany’s oldest and the most famous university town, Heidelberg, well-known for its beautiful riverside and 

breathtaking half-ruined castle located on top of the hill •  Christmas markets in the vicinity, where you may enjoy 
some sausages, a portion of Reibekuchen or Kartoffelpuffer, and drink some 

Glühwein! 

On your holidays, you are free to organize your own vacation with fellow 
students and visit neighboring countries, such as •  France, Switzerland, or 
Austria - all under professional care and supervision of our highly qualified 

staff and teachers.

With a farewell prom night, we will ensure that our exchange program ends 
on a good note and that you will treasure all memorable moments with all 

international friends you have met!
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Examinations

All our examinations will take place at the Goethe Institut.

Placement test

Students will have an online interview prior to their arrival. They will 
get to clarify any queries or concerns and meet our specialist staff and 
teachers. Students will take a placement test on their first day of class 
to ensure that they are placed in the appropriate level. We also offer a 
specific test for students with special needs.

Activities & Excursions

Excursions and destinations are to be understood as examples. The actual 
excursions offered depend on weather conditions and students’ interest. 
Due to COVID-19, many activities may also be subject to availability. Long 
trips may include Switzerland, France, Austria, etc.

Cancellations

Cancellation can be made either by email, fax or mail. For a cancellation 
made up to four weeks before a course begins a fee of €50 is payable. Up 
to 14 days before course start €200, and thereafter €500 is payable. In 
case of non-appearance without previous cancellation, a four weeks’ fee 
is forfeited. We recommend acquiring a trip cancellation insurance, so 
that you will not lose your tuition fees in case of illness.

Health Insurance

Please indicate any health problems (e.g., allergies) and dietary restric-
tions (vegetarian, diabetic, Muslim) on your booking form. Please provide 
the telephone number and email address of a parent or guardian. Adults 
may provide a contact number in case of emergency. 

Health Insurance: Program participants should take out a traveller’s 
health insurance policy through their home country covering the 
length of stay in Germany. The MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U does 
not provide health insurance, personal liability insurance or insurance 
covering damaged or lost luggage.

Arrival and Departure

Arrival and Departure: Day of arrival is Friday 4th and/or Saturday 5th of 
September 2020. Date of departure is Saturday, the 19th of December 
2020. Classes are held from Monday to Friday.

Additional Information

Additional information on the program can be found on our website 
www.mis-language-academy.de. Our website contains all specific and 
updated information. If you have any questions, please contact us by 
e-mail at language.academy@metroscgool.de, or by phone +49 0621 
445 88282. Our office is open from Monday to Friday between 08:00 and 
18:00.

We look forward to receiving your message!

MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U 
Turley Straße 12, 68167 Mannheim, Germany

Tel. +49 0621 445 88282
E-mail: language.academy@metroschool.de
Webpage: www.mis-language-academy.de

Dates

The duration of our international winter program is 15 weeks. First day: 
Monday, September 7th, 2020 Last day: Friday, December 18th, 2020.

Enrollment

You can register online. The booking form can be found at: 
www.mis-language-academy.de/international-language-program-2020/

Fees

Fees for our International program are 780€ per week. 
Weekly fees include:
• 16-18.5 hours a week tuition. Inc. German language workshops
• Full-board accommodation (2 meals per day)
• Afternoon and evening activities: sports, outdoors, cultural.
• Short (1 day) and long (2-4) days excursions (excluding entrance fees)
Program fees also include:
• Placement test
• Transfer to and from the airport on arrival and departure (if requested 
on application form
• Welcome and farewell party
• School materials and course certificate from our language academy
• Semester transport pass
Not included:
• 30€ registration fee
• Examination fee
• Additional activities which can be paid for on-site.
• Local transport pass: bus, train or tram.

Visas

We will send you an invitation letter to the international language pro-
gram once we have received your enrolment and program confirmation. 
You will then need to request a visa from your nearest German foreign 
office (embassy or consulate). We will be happy to provide assistance 
should you have any difficulties obtaining a visa. In this case, please 
contact us immediately.

Transportation and transfer services

We provide group transportation to and/ or from the airport included in 
the program. Please indicate in your booking form if you would like to 
make use of this service. If you do, our program supervisors will pick 
you up when you arrive at the airport or railway station and will take you 
back at the end of the program. Transportation to and from the indicated 
railway stations is free. MISLanguage Academy & Pre-U does not provide 
travel passes for bus, train or tram during the length of your stay but are 
happy to help you obtain one if requested.

Regulations

Regulations: All students must abide by the school rules. In case of 
a severe offence, the school authorities reserve the right to exclude a 
student from a course or from the entire program.
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Sample Program | September 2020
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* Subject to weather conditions and availability. Due to COVID-19, many activities may also be subject to availability.  
** Classes may start earlier depending on classroom location: Mannheim/Viernheim



“Own only what you can always carry with you: know languages, know countries, 
know people.  Let your memory be your travel bag.” 

- Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.


